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priest with a particular expertise in exorcisms is summoned to a suburban Washington, DC, home to investigate a 12-year-old
girl who is tormented by terrifying, murderous apparitions. The priest, Father Merrin, is assisted by the children of the family
and the young mother of the girl. Their investigations unearth a history of Satanic influence, sexual ritual, and occult behavior at
the home. The film is based on the novel The Exorcist written by William Peter Blatty. The film was directed by William
Friedkin. It premiered on October 16, 1973, at the New York Film Festival, and was released theatrically in the United States on
October 24, 1973. Set in a Washington, D.C., suburb in the 1970s, the story revolves around a 12-year-old girl (Linda Blair)
whose uncle (John Vernon) and aunt (Ellen Burstyn) are suffering from a number of paranormal occurrences. She is often
tormented by horrific, apparitional hallucinations, which terrify her. In an attempt to "heal" her, they consult the young priest
Father Merrin (Jason Miller), who then exorcises the girl, exorcising the spirits also. This is followed by a series of scenes with
Jesus Christ, as a part of the film's theological subtext. The film follows the lines of the novel. The original concept for the film
was that the main character, Regan MacNeil, was to be a boy, with the uncle and aunt as her parents. According to Blatty, this
concept was rejected by the production team, who wanted to portray the film as a "girl's movie" and were also worried about the
success of the film. She was instead intended to be a 15-year-old girl. It was also later changed that Regan was to be a girl. Her
name was originally going to be Peg, but it was changed after the actress who played her, Linda Blair, voiced her objections to
the name. Another major change to the script was that Regan was to be the daughter of a nun, and that she was to have been a
virgin before her possession. The production 82157476af
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